
Background
National Trusts and similar organisations 
around the world have been coming 
together for the last 30 years under the 
umbrella of the International National 
Trust Organisation (INTO) to share 
information and best practice, develop 
solutions to common problems and show 
solidarity with other members of the 
movement.

Brief
A number of locations across the world 
were shortlisted for the16th International 
Conference of National Trusts to take 
place in September 2015 and attended by 
delegates from more than 70 countries 
including Australia, the US, Canada, 
Italy, Portugal, Slovenia, Korea, China, 
Indonesia and Japan. 

Catherine Leonard, Head of INTO 
Secretariat said: “We came to visit 
Cambridge and were taken around 
a number of venues by Conference 
Cambridge. Our brief included a large 
auditorium, accommodation and a 
famous Cambridge landmark such as 
King’s College.

“Focused on understanding the threats 
to our global heritage and sharing new 
strategies to counter these in the future, 
the conference was a perfect opportunity 
for the different countries to come 
together.

“The week began with the INTO Congress 
during which Fiona Reynolds was elected 
the new Chairman. The conference 
was then officially opened with an 
address from Helen Ghosh and a video 
welcome from HRH The Prince of Wales. 
Environmentalist Jonathan Porritt gave 
the keynote address and at our drinks 
reception at King’s College, one of the 
speakers was Lloyd Grossman, Chairman 
of the Heritage Alliance. 

“We felt that the city ticked all the boxes 
for us – it combines heritage, beauty 
and nature with a history of innovation, 
excellence and knowledge sharing – 
something we hope to replicate in our 
conference deliberations. It is also near 
to some National Trust sites which we 
have visited, including Ickworth, Wimpole 
Hall, Wicken Fen, Theatre Royal Bury St 
Edmunds and Anglesey Abbey.

Event
“We have been really impressed with 
all our venues – including West Road 
Concert Hall with its cultural history 
where you can imagine all the famous 
musicians who have walked across its 
stage. Our delegates have been thrilled 
to see King’s College and particularly 
enjoyed tapping into the student 
experience!

Client feedback
“There is no doubt that the attraction 
and reputation of Cambridge has 
encouraged more delegates to attend 
our 16th Conference and they have loved 
being here. The help from Conference 
Cambridge has also been a major 
benefit, both at the planning stage and 
during the event itself.”
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