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Background
Karen Dawson, Events & Training Coordinator, Cambridgeshire Chamber 

of Commerce explains: “Our networking events alternate between two 

formats: safari networking and speed networking. This particular event 

was speed networking – where delegates sit one on one and each 

have one minute to speak. After both have spoken, one side of the row 

moves down a place and the process is repeated. 

“There are several moves involved, where rows swap places to ensure 

everyone meets each other.  The events usually attract about 25 

delegates, from a range of companies. This particular networking 

breakfast was attended by delegates from local printers, IT support,  

a hotel and conference centre, solicitors and a car-leasing organisation 

plus many more.

Cambridgeshire Chamber of Commerce holds two networking 
events each month – always at member venues. Robinson College 
recently hosted a speed networking breakfast, providing an ideal 
space for this meeting format and ensuring the event’s success.

Robinson College meets all  
requirements for networking event 



Robinson College was purpose-built with conferences in mind to bring in revenue and regularly hosts residential and 

day conferences for over 250 delegates and drinks and canapé receptions for up to 700.  State-of-the-art wi-fi (300mbps) 

is provided in all bedrooms, available to delegates free of charge. Registered as a charity, it offers modern buildings, 

traditional values and year-round conference facilities, including residential events during term-time by partnering with 

local hotels. Robinson has purpose-built theatres with state-of-the-art audio visual technology supported by trained 

technicians, award-winning cuisine and a location that allows excellent access from major road links and yet only a short 

walk from the historical centre. Robinson College has been awarded official Fairtrade College Status, holds AIM Silver and 

4* Campus accreditations and recently won a MIMA Bronze Award for Best Brand Marketing Campaign.
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Brief
“As a member-funded organisation, the Chamber will only use venues  

that are members. For this event format we need plenty of space – with 

delegates moving around and so many people talking at once, it doesn’t  

work in a small room.

“Robinson College is an active member in the Chamber and has attended 

other networking events. This meant that the members of the Conference 

team were very clear on how the room needed to be laid out. As a further 

reminder, the catering staff were sent photographs of previous events to 

help with the set-up.

Event
“The ample space provided in the College Dining Hall is great for our events, 

giving plenty of room for everyone to move around comfortably. The balcony 

is an added bonus as it enabled us to take some photographs from an angle 

which is usually impossible. 

Feedback
“Everyone at Robinson was very helpful in ensuring our event ran smoothly, 

and the team was very accommodating with changes to final numbers - a 

real bonus as many of our members are last minute bookers!”
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