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Background
Dr David Mawson, CMPCP Coordinator, explains: “Approximately 110 delegates from around the 

world attended the four-day event, which included presentations by over 100 speakers in the 

form of individual papers, research reports and special sessions. 

“Delegates came from conservatoires and universities, in addition to private music teachers. 

The Britten Sinfonia gave a Keynote Session, convened and moderated by CMPCP’s Director, 

Professor John Rink, and featured sessions were also run by members of the CMPCP Directorate. 

“The main conference events were held at the Faculty of Music with delegates  accommodated 

at nearby Robinson College, where other activities also took place. These included an enterprising Creative 

Workshop in the Chapel run by Jeremy Thurlow, Director of Music at Robinson, Ewan Campbell and Lucy 

Downer, during which Charles Mutter performed Jeremy Thurlow’s Ouija for violin and electronics.

“The conference dinner was held at St John’s College with a surprise performance by The Clerks. Other 

performances were scattered through the conference programme, given by delegates themselves as well 

as by invited musicians.

The AHRC Research Centre for Musical Performance as Creative 
Practice (CMPCP) hosted the second international Conference for 
its Performance Studies Network in April 2013. The conference 
events, dinner and accommodation were held at three University 
of Cambridge venues: the Faculty of Music, Robinson College 
and St John’s College, which together delivered a very 
successful conference.

Cambridge University venues hit the 
right note for international conference 
on musical performance 



Event
“The Conference team at Robinson College did a fantastic job in meeting our 

requirements for the event. The meals and refreshments were always on time and the 

level of technical support provided was excellent. The catering staff were first-rate and 

many delegates praised their professionalism.

“Essential to the conference was the provision of pianos, projectors and playback equipment in 

all of the lecture rooms, and the West Road Concert Hall met these requirements perfectly. We 

also appreciated Robinson’s flexibility in having a split-site conference such as ours, in which 

both plenary and parallel sessions took place away from the College. 

Feedback
“The Conference Office at Robinson provided a superb service and helped us with many small tasks such as producing 

meal tickets and photocopying. Members of the Conference team were always available during the conference and also 

present at meal times. 

“Their presence in person was greatly appreciated as it meant that we could discuss various issues as they arose, without 

the need to make phone calls and send emails.”

Professor John Rink, CMPCP Director, echoed these comments: “Robinson College has been an excellent base for our two 

Performance Studies Network International Conferences, and we look forward to hosting a third one there in July 2014. 

The professionalism of the staff at Robinson was accompanied by a warmth of hospitality that all of our delegates noted 

and welcomed, and the task of running these major events was greatly facilitated by the support and input of the entire 

Conference team. It was particularly exciting to use the College’s facilities for our Total Performance Event in 2011 and 

the Creative Workshop in 2013; both took place in the beautiful Robinson Chapel, which is an ideal venue for musical 

performances and for fostering a sense of community among those who are either observing or taking part in them.”

Robinson College was purpose-built with conferences in mind to bring in revenue and regularly hosts residential and 

day conferences for over 250 delegates and drinks and canapé receptions for up to 700.  State-of-the-art wi-fi (300mbps) 

is provided in all bedrooms, available to delegates free of charge. Registered as a charity, it offers modern buildings, 

traditional values and year-round conference facilities, including residential events during term-time by partnering with 

local hotels. Robinson has purpose-built theatres with state-of-the-art audio visual technology supported by trained 

technicians, award-winning cuisine and a location that allows excellent access from major road links and yet only a short 

walk from the historical centre. Robinson College has been awarded official Fairtrade College Status, holds AIM Silver and 

4* Campus accreditations and recently won a MIMA Bronze Award for Best Brand Marketing Campaign.
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Brief
“The main criterion in choosing venues was the location and cost to delegates. Robinson 

College is very conveniently placed for the Faculty of Music and offers a good standard of 

residential accommodation. It could also meet our needs for the Sunday parallel sessions 

when we had events taking place in the Umney Theatre and the Chapel. 
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