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Background
The ISMB holds a Retreat every two years, providing an opportunity for the students and postdocs at UCL and 
Birkbeck College to explore their links with biology, build connections between ISMB members and encourage 
collaboration. The two-day residential event includes keynote talks by both academics and students, an evening 
dinner, poster session and this year, a student-focused exercise called The Scienti!c Apprentice. This was held on the 
afternoon of the !rst day in smaller meeting rooms around the College which worked very well.

This is the second Retreat event held at Robinson College and it proved a great success with !rst-class food, excellent 
facilities, technical support and an in-house team that ensured every element of the programme ran smoothly.

Brief
Andrew Service, Administrator for the ISMB Retreat 2011, said: “Our event was attended by 120 delegates who 
arrived on the !rst day around lunchtime, enjoyed an afternoon of scienti!c talks in the main auditorium, were 
served dinner in the Dining Hall and then had the opportunity to look around the poster session before being 
coached to their hotels nearby.

“Using the College+ facility worked well for us. We were able to hold our event during the University term and 
everything went very smoothly from the start. The Robinson team was ready for registration, with keys to our 
hotel rooms already allocated, so it was a fast and e"cient process. Coaches arrived promptly at the end of the 
evening to take us to the nearby Holiday Inn Express and Premier Inn; it was the same the following morning and 
we all arrived in good time for breakfast at the College. 

The Institute of Structural and Molecular Biology at UCL/Birkbeck 
held its 4th ISMB Retreat at Robinson College in June 2011- the 
!rst event to bene!t from the new College+ initiative which 
links with local hotels to enable organisations to hold residential 
events during term-time. 
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Event
“The standard of catering at Robinson is extremely high and we 
received some very positive feedback from the delegates. There was 
a good choice of menu options and great care was taken to ensure 
that the needs of those with special dietary requirements were met. 

“The Dining Hall provided a convivial space for our evening dinner 
as well as housing the poster session in the same area. This was well 
organised in a short space of time so that delegates could take a look 
before departing at the end of the evening. 

“Our delegates also appreciated the pleasant surroundings, enjoying 
the views to the College’s attractive and peaceful garden and being so near to the centre of Cambridge. 
It was also very convenient in terms of travel; many of the delegates were students coming from 
London so the fast rail links were appreciated.

Result
 “Working on the organisation of the Retreat for the !rst time, I was 
very grateful for the onsite technical support we received. With so 
many di#erent speakers and presentations – often incorporating 
di#erent elements – it was a huge help to have highly experienced 
audio-visual technicians welcoming the speakers, asking about their 
presentations and what they needed and above all, making it all work 
seamlessly and without any hitches.

“The Robinson in-house team was there throughout our event – even 
staying late at the end of the evening to ensure that everything went 
well. Nothing was too much trouble. 

“We would de!nitely return to Robinson for another Retreat. When we are considering venues, 
it will be at the top of our list”. 
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Robinson College was purpose-built with conferences in mind to bring in revenue and regularly hosts residential and 
day conferences for over 250 delegates and drinks and canapé receptions for up to 700. State-of-the-art wi-! (300mbps) 
is provided in all bedrooms, available to delegates free of charge. Registered as a charity, it o#ers modern buildings, 
traditional values and year-round conference facilities, including residential events during term-time by partnering with 
local hotels. Robinson has purpose-built theatres with state-of-the-art audio visual technology supported by trained 
technicians, award-winning cuisine and a location that allows excellent access from major road links and yet only a short 
walk from the historical centre. Robinson College has been awarded o"cial Fairtrade College Status and holds AIM Silver 
and 4* Campus accreditations.

Robinson College
Grange Road  Cambridge CB3 9AN

Telephone 01223 332859  Fax 01223 315094
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