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W1 Mays 2018 

Bow: Shreeya Bhogle   5: George McCosh (C)  
2: Louise Barnaby   6: Abby Whiteley 
3: Olesya Razuvayevskaya  7: Sara Caputo 
4: Becky Diston (C)    Stroke: Katya Duncan 

Cox: Piers Cole 
 

M1 Mays 2018 

Bow: Harris Webb (C)   5: Greg Tainter  
2: Joe Jenne    6: Matt Webb 
3: Dan McGraw     7: Harry Sivils 
4: Oliver Tesh     Stroke: Sam Armstrong (C)  

Cox: Julia Lasica 
Coaches: Bill Nolan, Sam Troughton, Mark Sydenham, Andrew Shipley, Ed Parrott 

Coaches: Bruce Bye, Josh Efiong 

 



 
 

President’s Welcome 
 
The 2017-18 season was another year of growth and progression for RCBC. Combining committed 
returning members alongside a number of excellent new rowers and coxes ensured RCBC ended 
the season with three strong crews racing in the May Bumps. Although I will leave you to read the 
details from the crews themselves, particular highlights included: 

 

• RCBC members, alongside the wider rowing community, clearing the towpath of snow and 
ice to allow the Lent Bumps to be raced. 

• Both W1 and M1 representing Robinson on the national stage at WEHoRR and HoRR. 
• M2 moving up four places in six bumps races to finish 3rd in the Lents 3rd Division and 4th 

in the Mays 3rd Division; within touching distance of the 2nd Division! 
 

Looking towards the upcoming year, the club looks to be going from strength to strength. We’ve 
had an incredibly successful novice programme so far this season that we hope will translate into 
W2 and M3 boats in the Lent and May Bumps and enable M2 to continue their drive towards the 
fabled second division. Meanwhile, the senior squads continue to push forwards, whilst three of 
our rowers remain involved at University level (CUBC: Harry Sivills; CULRC: Matt Webb, Sam 
Armstrong). 

 
As always, the current members of RCBC are ever grateful to the Pegasus Boat Club and our alumni 
for their continued support, both financially and technically. We are proud that the club remains 
completely run by volunteers, whether these be senior members of College, current students, or 
alumni who give-up their time to provide valuable coaching support. In addition, funding from the 
Pegasus Boat Club has again enabled the club to represent Robinson at off-Cam events, whilst also 
covering the travel expenses of alumni who return to Cambridge to coach.  

 
On behalf of all the current members of RCBC, I would like to extend a big thank for your continued 
support of our club. We would love to hear from any alumni who would be interested in getting in 
touch with us throughout the year, including those who are willing to return to coach, offer 
technical support through other routes, or who just want to share and exchange stories of rowing 
at Cambridge. As always, we would like to invite all alumni to our three annual boat club dinners 
on Monday 26th November 2018, Saturday 9th March 2019 and Saturday 15th June 2019. 
 
I hope you enjoy reading about our year! 

 
Hugh Burton 
President 2018-19 
  

Pictured left to right: 
Harris Webb, Alexia 
Wilson, random hat 
man, Katya Duncan, 
Matt Webb, James 
Alexander, Dan 
McGraw 



 
 

 

M1 Season Review 2017-18 
 
With the sad departure of a number of familiar faces over the summer of 2017, Sam and I 
looked towards Michaelmas 2017 as a new dawn. “Put that on the list”, we’d been saying to 
each other for the past 6 months, compiling a figurative inventory of ideas to bring to the new 
season. With two new rowers fresh out of Bedford School and Emmanuel College School 
(Harry Sivills and Ben Margolis) joining five rowers previously from M2 & M3 as well as Sam 
and me (making 9 in total), we had the makings of a fresh, new VIII with the scope for the 
captains to shape it through coaching. The term bore fruit at the Fairbairn Cup with M1 coming 
in at 5th of Cambridge colleges, the joint-highest RCBC finish in the Fairbairns archives. One 
of the best aspects of this term was the commitment to land training; a dedicated weights 
programme and regular squad ergs meant that everyone made the step up to M1 in terms of 
the physical standard as shown by the successful 5km testing that took place before Fairbairns. 
 
After a successful rowing week and a lot of strong PBs in the pre-season 2km test, the crew 
was up for selection, this time including myself (as Bill Nolan took up the mantle of coach) and 
Greg Tainter, looking to improve on his already impressive bumps record. Lent term was a 
cold and dark one, especially so when the rain 
turned to snow as Bumps approached. With a 
very respectable 3rd under our belts at 
Newnham Short Course and some guest-coach 
appearances for Sam Troughton, we were 
eagerly anticipating the opportunity to push up 
above 9th in the Lents: uncharted territory for a 
Robinson crew in that term. Mother nature was 
not going to make it easy, however. The snow 
which had been falling intermittently since 
December took a turn for the worse as 
temperatures plummeted below freezing 
turning the water frigid and the towpath into an icy death-trap. A serious fall on the path on 
the Wednesday threatened to put an end to M1’s quest before it had even begun as racing was 
abandoned that day and conditions deemed to have only worsened the following day; with 
CUCBC declaring there were not the resources or the man power to clear the path, the first full 
cancellation of bumps since the apocalyptic winter of 1963 threatened. The solidarity of the 
Cambridge rowing community shone through, however, as a small army featuring many 
Robinson volunteers was amassed and armed over night to take on the ice before dawn the 
next day and the final decision by CUCBC. The monumental effort paid off, however, as M1 

finally took to the water on 
the Friday and, with the 
help of super-sub John 
Mulvey, made an historic 
bump on FaT at the Plough. 
The second and final day 
saw the full crew achieve 
almost what we had set out 
to do, bumping Peterhouse 
with ease in the gut, raising 
M1 to 7th on the river, its 
highest ever Lents position. 
 



 
 

Next up for M1 was the Head of the River Race in London. With a confidence acquired through 
a strong term of training and solid bumps results, the aim was clear for the crew which was 
almost unchanged from the Lents campaign (as Amy Henfry stepped in as cox for the 
unfortunately ineligible Julia): take up the gauntlet laid down by the blade-winning 2015 M1 
which finished 98th. In the event, an excellent row in moderate conditions led to a great result 
to finish off the term, finishing 94th ahead of almost all other colleges and the third-highest 
all-time Robinson finish. 
 
May term brought with it a few fresh changes. Ben Margolis, whose contribution was crucial 
to our successes in the first two terms, bowed out of rowing in favour of other pursuits, 
including beginning a coxing career with M2. In stepped Oli Tesh (captain 2016-17) now fully 
recovered from a back injury. On a less fortunate note, James Alexander who had been a 
regular since October was forced to intermit with glandular fever. Thankfully, Dan McGraw 
made the step up from M2 to M1 well, completing our Easter term VIII. Some encouraging 
results at Champs head (9th) and X-Press Head (5th) gave us confidence heading into the final 
weeks of the term, decisively beating the crews directly ahead of us and excited to continue the 
drive up the chart, furthering last year’s +3 result. Coaching from Bill Nolan, Sam Troughton, 
Mark Sydenham and a guest-appearance from Ed Parrott meant we were put through our 
paces on the water, even as exams hit. 
 
Instead of a fitting end to a successful year (and indeed RCBC career in the cases of Oli, Greg 
and Dan), though, M1 had an ultimately fruitless May Bumps. Day 1 was marked by 
disappointment, as an imminent bump on Queens’ around First Post Corner was cruelly 
denied by a Selwyn crab two boats ahead – it was a long row home. Day 1 only saw more 
ominous signs as Selwyn held us as far as the Long Reach, but “a bump is a bump”, or so we 
thought. Day 3 saw us get a second chance at Queens’, who had been so lucky to escape us on 
day 1, but a weaker performance coupled with some questions over illness and perhaps also 
some complacency saw them hold us at overlap for much of the Long Reach, before escaping 

us once again under the railway 
bridge. It felt as if a great result was 
slipping away. Day 4 was the sad 
culmination of the campaign as a 
fast King’s crew, whom we’d held 
off on day 2, smelled blood and an 
emboldened Queens’ crew rowed 
perhaps their best race so far. King’s 
closed in for the bump on the Long 
Reach with Queens’ just under half 
a length away, leaving M1 level 
overall. 
 
Although for many of us, especially 
those finishing their last M1 bumps 

campaign, 2018 Mays felt a bit like the campaign that never was, we’d all agree that you can’t 
have everything in a season, especially where the bumps are involved, and the crew and 
coaches have every right to be proud of their achievements. I’d like to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone involved with the men’s side in 2017-18, however you may have contributed 
and to wish Oli, Greg and Dan all the very best as they graduate into the ranks of the Pegasus 
Boat Club. They may not have won a blade for the wall this time, but they gave it a pretty good 
go. 

 
Harris Webb 
Men’s Captain 2017-18 (alongside Sam Armstrong) 

  



 
 

 

W1 Season Review 2017-18 
 
In Michaelmas, due to a low number of returning members, the main focus for the Women’s 
side was the recruitment of novices. We managed to form a full novice VIII, who had outings 
twice a week, and showed some great improvements. They had a good row in Fairbairns, 
placing 26th overall. We also luckily managed to recruit a fresher with 5 years previous rowing 
experience to join us, and raced as a senior IV, placing 11th.  
 
Lent held more success, forming a 
committed first VIII with three of the former 
novices, plus a grad, who had rowed at 
O*ford. Unfortunately, the week before 
Bumps one of the crew was injured and had 
to pull out of the races, but one of our W1 
rowers from last year stepped in! A 
frustrating campaign followed, with one of 
the days cancelled due to the poor weather, 
and the remaining days threatened to be 
called off. The first day was a tough row over 
on station with the crews before ahead and 
behind. The second day saw us gain on Sidney Sussex, but they bumped Selwyn ahead, leaving 
us to row home. Despite this, on the last day, we put is a strong row, determined to catch 
Selwyn, and W1 achieved their first bump in a year and a half, ending +1! 
 
Easter term was beset with bad luck, as the crew lost two of our strongest and our cox. This 
meant we drove for recruitment in Easter, and recruited both a novice cox and rower, as well 
as finding another experienced rower to join our ranks. Both novices improved extremely 
quickly, being thrown completely into the deep end. Despite these setbacks, the crew put out 
our best performance for May Bumps, determined not to give up. Unfortunately, against some 
very strong crews, including Emmanuel 2 (who ended up with blades) we could not hold out 
enough, ending the week 4 down.  
 
Despite a lot of challenges throughout 2017-18, we made some good improvements throughout 
the year. The novices recruited in both Michaelmas and Easter showed real promise and will 
make the basis for good performance in the coming year. 

 
Becky Diston 
Women’s Captain 2017-18 (alongside George McCosh) 

  



 
 

 

M2 Season Review 2017-18 
 
M2 boated up for the first time this year in Lent term. Five of the crew were novices, but the 
combination of a rewarding but really quite ruthless rowing week and the unification of land 
training of both men’s squads meant that the crew developed pace quickly. Water training was 
regularly frustrated by the inclement weather (of all varieties) but some long weekend sessions 
helped make up for the lost time. 

 
For much of the crew, entry into Robinson Head 
was their first experience of proper racing. 
Although a time trial, both our leading and 
chasing boats were entered into our division and 
we were anxious to use the race to build 
confidence ahead of Bumps. Despite number 6 
seat’s (yours truly) best attempts to slow the boat 
down with a series of almost-crabs, the presence 
of something of a super-sub in the engine room of 
the boat ensured that M2 came out category 
winners by twelve seconds. Spurred on by this 
success, the crew returned to the joys of daily 
training – although some aspects were certainly 
more joyful than others: stretching and yoga 
(‘free speed’) could be anticipated with 
enthusiasm; the less said about Captain Harris’s 
invention of the 2k-2k-2k erg-run-erg the better.  
 
In all honesty, this year’s Lent Bumps were much 
more wintery than ‘Lent’ ever ought to be. 
Disrupted by the extreme cold and snow, the 
men’s division 3 was only allowed to race on the 
first and last days of the week. Chasing 
Emmanuel M2 and pursued by St Catherine’s 
M2, the Robinson men managed to quell the 
nerves of, for many, a first bump campaign to row 
over on the first day. Most encouragingly, St 
Catherine’s managed to catch a spectacular crab 
on about stroke two and were consequently 
replaced by a much less intimidating FaT M3. All 
our energies, therefore, could be focussed on 
pursuing the worthy prize of a bump on 
Emmanuel M2. After two days of rest (and a 
morning of shovelling snow off the towpath) M2 
once again boated up and proceeded to complete 
a bump two-thirds of the way down the Reach. 
This long pursuit was described by one captain 
(in slightly more colourful language) as really 
rather good. 
 
After the Easter ‘vacation’, the crew had a 
wholesale changing of the guard in the experience 
department, and it took a little while to regain the 
rhythm of Lent, particularly after a bucket was 



 
 

introduced in seats 6 and 7. We tolerated the minor disorientation, however, because seeing 
us depart one afternoon on an outing, members of LMBC M1 (Head of the River no less) were 
overheard commenting favourably on the seating arrangements. Seeking to build a platform 
for promotion into Division 2, M2 first had to face of the serious challenge posed by the 
surrounding boats, for we were sandwiched between some of the fastest crews in the division: 
ahead, Emmanuel M2 (again!); and behind Trinity Hall M2 and Magadalene M2. Four 
thrilling days of racing ensued – fracas with the bank, flirtation (at full speed) with a stationary 
boat and three sandwiches! On day one, we survived as the lead boat in the Robinson-Trinity 
Hall-Magadalene trio to row over. The following three days we registered three bumps – on 
Peterhouse, St Catherine’s and (in a boathouse derby) on LMBC M3. This leaves M2 fourth in 
Div 3 and ahead of all M3 boats on the river. Even without such success, it would have been a 
pleasure to row in M2 this year. It has always been a crew with the right balance between 
seriousness and fun (bar those 2k-2k-2ks). Rowing is perhaps the only sport where success 
can be put down solely to teamwork, and M2’s record this year should speak volumes. 
 
     Tom Whitworth 
     M2 Oarsman 
  



 
 

 

RCBC off the River 
 
In this section, we’d like to show a little appreciation to the distinguished members of the boat 
club whose sporting achievements have extended off the river onto the roads, pitches and 
tracks of Cambridge and beyond. In focus we have John Mulvey and Sam Troughton, both of 
whom have made great contributions to the Boat Club over the last 7 years. In that time, many 
RCBC members have excelled, and continue to so, at other sports at university level; in the last 
few years the club has featured cyclists, rugby players, hockey players, korfball players, 
judokas, track athletes and lacrosse players. 

 
Focus: John Mulvey, Cambridge University Cycling Club 
 
RCBC History:  
 

• Noviced 2012, M2 Lents and Mays. 

• M1 Lents 2013, Mays 2013, Lents 2014, Mays 
2014 and Mays 2015. 

• Many years of M1 substitutions inc. Lents 2017 
& 2018. 

 
I cycled sporadically throughout my time at RCBC, 
during which it was clear that I was too short and too 
light to ever be good at rowing – not being able to reach 
the M1 boat off the top rack was probably the best 
indicator of this, though it took a while for the message 
to get through to me… And I’m now in a sport in which 
I am now too fat rather than too thin. Without having 
any serious history in endurance sport before arriving 
at Robinson, I applied what I’d learnt at RCBC to 
cycling. I was awarded a Full Blue in my first year as a 
proper cyclist (second rider in the Varsity Match, 26th 
in National 25 mile TT).  

 
Having started a PhD, I returned the next year as Men’s 
Captain of the University cycling club, using the 
experience gained from being on the RCBC committee 
and in the team environment of M1 to steer the club to 
the best time trial results ever achieved by any institution 
in university cycling competitions: we placed 6 riders in 
the top 10 at the National student champs 25 mile TT (an 
event I won myself), and had second teams not been 
made ineligible, we would have won 10 out of the 14 total 
available medals in events that year. I have since realised 
that I had hugely underappreciated the facilities and 
coaching (including from you, returning old blades!) 
provided at RCBC given the comparison to what was 
available at the university level. 
 
In 2018 I have successfully defended my title at the 
national student champs 25-mile time trial (also again 
winning the Varsity Match) in a new BUCS record time. 



 
 

Along with another successful campaign in the other BUCS cycling events, I now have 13 BUCS 
medals between individual and team competitions. I’ve also won a couple of nationally ranked 
road races this year and placed 23rd at my first internationally ranked stage race. As part of a 
3-man squad from the Cambridge Uni cycling club, I won my first national title at the National 
Team Time Trial Championships this summer. 
 

Focus: Sam Troughton, Cambridge University Rugby Football Club 

 
RCBC History: 

• M1 Lents 2011, Mays 2011, Mays 2012, Mays 2013, Lents 2014, Mays 2014, Lents 
2015 (blades), Mays 2015 

• University Fours 2015 (winner) 

• (CUBC Spare Pair 2012 & 2013) 
 
Since retiring from the glory of ‘Binson’s first ever Uni IVs win and a Lent Bumps blade in 
2015 my sporting focus shifted to firmer ground in the form of the rugby pitch. After some 
drastic weight loss while rowing, considerable effort went into regaining my momentum 
potential. 30 Kg and a few new wardrobes later I am now wondering whether I would still fit 
in the boat – certainly not the stroke seat of Tim Steele, but maybe there is still hope in Mark 
Sydenham.  
 
After initially just playing for the college team in the year following my rowing retirement, I 
attended the LX (second team) pre-season training and suddenly realised that, at 24 years old 
and 100+ kg, I was quite effective against the incoming contingent of freshers/undergrads. I 
narrowly made the LX varsity team that year, getting thoroughly pump by the other place on 
a frosty morning in late November. However, all was not lost - in Lent term I found myself 
training with the Blues squad, making the bench for a few games and getting my first caps for 
the university. Unfortunately, this wasn’t enough to secure an all-important place on the Blues’ 
pre-season tour. With some slightly stinging memories of not making a boat during two years 
of intense trailing at CUBC, I hit the gym 
harder and trained at national league one 
club Cambridge RFC over the summer. One 
game in and I found myself starting in the 
back row, only to get a concussion 10 
minutes in. On returning to play, I once 
again found myself starting in the back row, 
only to break my nose after 15 minutes…at 
least I lasted slightly longer! I then made a 
rather drastic change and started playing in 
the front row with just three games until the 
Varsity match at Twickenham, and still 
playing with a broken nose (which have a 
tendency to erupt with blood after the 
slightest knock). I was selected on the bench 
and waited a nerve racking 76 and a half 
minutes for my chance to get on the pitch at 
Twickenham (which ended up being at 
second row, only to move to prop a minute 
later) and set several records straight.  
 
1 blue, 2 positions, 3 minutes, 8 years – Not 
quite a full summary of my sport in 
Cambridge but probably the best. 



 
 

Results Record 

Race Boat Time Category Category Result Overall 

Michaelmas Term 2017 

UNIVERSITY 
IVs 

M1 - 4+ (1st Division) Lost to Caius M1 (winners)  

Winter Head M1  9:03 Men’s First 8th 12th 

The Fairbairn 
Cup 
 

M1 15:36.9 Men’s Senior VIII 5th 9th 

W1 15:11.2 Women’s Senior IV 8th 11tt 
NM1 10:53.6 Men’s Novice VIII 9th 11th 
NW1 13:43.3 Women’s Novice VIII 

(TO) 
20th 26th 

NM2 12:14.2 Men’s 2nd Novice VIII 17th 47th  

Lent Term 2018 

Newnham 
Shortcourse 

M1 6:54 M1 Division 3rd  3rd  

W1 9:07 W1 Division 10th  17th  

Robinson Head M2 8:12 Men’s 2nd  1st   7th  

LENT 
BUMPS 

M1 Cancelled 
Cancelled 
Bump on First and Third M1 
Bump on Peterhouse M1 

W1 Row over 
Cancelled 
Row over  
Bump on Selwyn W1 

M2 Row over 
Cancelled 
Cancelled 
Bump on Emmanuel M2 

WEHORR W1 23:27.9 University 
Intermediate 

42nd 228th 

HoRR M1 19:39.6 University  33rd 94th 

Easter Term 2018 

Champs 8’s 
Head 

M1 4:35.8 Men’s 8 – Mays 1 8th 9th 

M2 5:04.6 Men’s 8 – Mays 3 5th 27th 

X-Press Head M1 7:17.4 Mays 1st 5th 5th 

MAY 
BUMPS 

M1 Row over 
Bump on Selwyn M1 
Row over  
Bumped by King’s M1 

W1 Bumped by Emmanuel W2 
Bumped by Sidney Sussex W1 
Bumped by Downing W2 
Bumped by Corpus Christi W1 

M2 Row over 
Bump on Peterhouse M2 
Bump on St Catherine’s M2 
Bump on Lady Margaret M3 



 
 

Key Dates and Contacts 
 
As a Boat Club and a Committee, we would be delighted to welcome any 
support old blades can offer, by bank partying races, coaching and by 
continuing to sponsor the club. Please feel free to contact us on the email 
addresses listed below or to support us at any races throughout the year. 
We would also like to invite all Old Blades to Mays Boat Club 
Dinner on Saturday 15th June 2019. 
 
General Enquiries: 
Harris Webb,  
Pegasus Boat Club Secretary: hw474@cam.ac.uk  
 
Coaching (Men’s): 
Joe Jenne and Sam Armstrong,  
Men’s Captains: robinson.men@cucbc.org  

 
Coaching (Women’s): 
Katya Duncan and Alexia Wilson,  
Women’s Captains: robinson.women@cucbc.org 

 

Potential Race Dates  

Robinson Head    10th February 2017 

Lent Bumps    28th Feb - 4th March 2017 

Women’s Head of the River Race 16th March 

Lightweight Boat Race   TBC 

Head of the River Race   30th March 2017 

The Boat Races    7th April 
 

For more information go to: 

- www.facebook.com/robinsonboatclub 

- www.robinsonboatclub.co.uk   

 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/robinsonboatclub
http://www.robinsonboatclub.co.uk/

