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Background
The Biochemical Society has held its Annual Symposium event for the last 30 years; the most recent was 

on 5th–7th January 2011. The number of delegates it attracts depends on the scientific topic which is 

different each year. The audience comprises academics working at UK and international universities, 

ranging from postgraduate students to leading scientists in their field. Industry is often represented by 

a trade exhibition and this year five commercial companies attended, displaying a range of scientific 

instruments and products.

Brief
The two to three day Annual Symposia are largely residential, with a 

programme of invited speakers (around seven per day) and short talks from 

submitted abstracts. This year 120 posters were displayed during an evening 

drinks reception and a buffet lunch.

On-site ensuite accommodation, close to the lecture theatre is important, as 

is the lecture theatre itself which needs to be comfortable, with a capacity to 

seat between 150-300 people and offering excellent projection facilities, as 

much of the science presented requires detailed imaging. 

The Biochemical Society is a charitable organization and works within a specific budget, aiming to keep 

the fees affordable (and even at cost price for students). Not only does Robinson College offer an attractive 

24-hour rate but it also includes many extras which some venues charge for such as wi-fi, poster panels,  

AV support and the use of the Conference Office facilities.

Location is also key, as is flexibility on catering with a buffet lunch served in the same area as the posters 

and the trade exhibition and a more formal waitress-served dinner on the last evening.

Robinson College has the perfect  
formula for scientific events

A highly professional conference team willing to go the extra mile, 
comfortable residential accommodation, state-of-the-art meetings 
technology in a location at the centre of the UK’s scientific cluster, 
make Robinson College in Cambridge an ideal venue for the 
Biochemical Society Annual Symposium.



Event
The 2011 Annual Symposium was a great success, with 

excellent scientific sessions in the comfortable auditorium 

where there was an AV technician on site at all times to ensure 

everything ran smoothly.   

The delegates appreciated proximity to the railway station, 

nearby parking for those travelling by car and being close to 

the centre of Cambridge. A number of delegates stayed on for 

a few days after the conference to enjoy the city.

They also found the accommodation at Robinson College 

very comfortable, with all ensuite, spacious rooms within a 

short walk from the beautiful gardens, auditorium and restaurant. The College bar, open until midnight, 

ensured that delegates could continue networking after the lectures had finished. The catering was highly 

praised and often given particular mention in the feedback received.

Result
Frances van Klaveren, Senior Scientific Conference Organizer for the Biochemical Society concludes:  “The main reason 

we find Robinson College such an excellent venue, is that the Conference Office staff are always prepared to go one step 

further to make the event a success. Years of experience have created a winning model of how a professional conference 

facility should be run, starting with thorough preparation which makes the process of preparing and running the events 

a stress-free and enjoyable experience for us. 

“Whatever request we have, the Robinson team will find a solution. For example this year they made it possible for one 

of our delegates to display a six metre large scientific model! Even if there are last-minute changes to the programme or 

other unexpected situations, the staff are always fast to respond and work effectively together to make it all happen on 

the day. 

“We have really enjoyed working with Robinson College and will continue to do so for our future events, with the 

next three contracts already being settled for next year. We appreciate the excellent service we have received and 

congratulate them on their success of running their facilities in such a professional manner.”
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Robinson College was purpose-built with conferences in mind to bring in revenue. With its modern buildings 

and traditional values, it offers year-round conference facilities. These include purpose-built theatres with state-

of-the-art audio visual technology supported by trained technicians, award-winning cuisine and a location that 

allows excellent access from major road links and yet only a short walk from the historical centre. 
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