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Background
Liz Williams, Chairman of CUTEC says: “The Conference varies in format 

but usually includes two keynote speakers covering a specific topic, 

interactive panel discussions and company exhibitions and workshops. The 

morning workshops help generate ideas so that delegates can participate 

in discussions, gaining instant feedback from industry experts. We host 

two company exhibitions - the Diamond Exhibition, for well-established, 

global companies and the Technology Showcase, for promising start-ups 

to display their prototypes and take part in a competition. The conference 

attracts over 400 people annually, drawn from 14 Universities, 14 countries 

and representatives from over 200 companies. In general it is technology 

companies - such as Citrix, ARM and MedImmune - which attend, along with 

Venture Capitalists and legal firms, dealing with high-tech innovations.

The Technology Ventures Conference is an annual event held 
in June and hosted by Cambridge University Technology and 
Enterprise Club (CUTEC). With the aim of attracting 400 delegates, 
the size and configuration of the venue is key, as is proximity to 
the city centre and onsite AV support – all of which Robinson 
College was able to deliver.

Facilities, flexibility and a friendly team 
result in a high-tech success at  
Robinson College 



Event
“This year, Robinson allowed us to try parallel sessions to enable us to provide a 

tailored conference for our attendees and this worked extremely well. The main 

draw at Robinson is the large Dining Hall space, which allowed us to have both 

the Diamond Exhibition and the Technology Showcase in one room and facilitate 

maximum exposure for these companies. 

“Whilst CUTEC has a dedicated logistics team, we do need Robinson’s Conference 

team to be on hand to deal with last minute requests and help the day to run 

smoothly.  Another requirement which Robinson was able to fulfil was expert AV 

advice as we live-stream our conference to our website.

Feedback
“The level of professionalism at Robinson is quite astounding. Throughout the 

organisation, the team was highly flexible and always strived to meet our demands. 

At no point in the run up to the event or on the day did we need to worry about 

anything. The catering staff were extremely efficient, serving delicious food, whilst 

remaining in the background. The AV was a particularly strong point, with Robinson 

willing to provide AV technicians and invest to cater for our needs. In fact, we 

were actually able to enjoy the conference - a surprisingly relaxing experience and testament to the experience and 

dedication of the team at Robinson. They are an extremely friendly team to work with, and took a lot of the stress out of 

organising such a large event. I would highly recommend the venue to other conference organisers.”

Robinson College was purpose-built with conferences in mind to bring in revenue and regularly hosts residential and 

day conferences for over 250 delegates and drinks and canapé receptions for up to 700. It has recently installed state-of-

the-art wi-fi (300mbps) in all its bedrooms, available to delegates free of charge. Registered as a charity, it offers modern 

buildings, traditional values and year-round conference facilities. These include purpose-built theatres with state-of-the-

art audio visual technology supported by trained technicians, award-winning cuisine and a location that allows excellent 

access from major road links and yet only a short walk from the historical centre. Robinson College has been awarded 

official Fairtrade College Status, holds AIM Silver and 4* Campus accreditations and recently won a MIMA Bronze Award 

for Best Brand Marketing Campaign.
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Brief
“One of our main criteria when choosing the venue is capacity - ideally we aim 

to sell out at 400 each year. We also need a venue that is accessible and near to 

the city centre, whilst having sufficient space to allow people to network. Due to 

the format of the conference, we always look for one large exhibition space and 

several smaller breakout rooms for our workshops.
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