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Background
LSCA holds its annual conference in March each year, attended by around 100 members from all over 

London and the Home Counties. Aimed at accountants working in small practices, the event offers 

delegates the opportunity to hear from highly professional and enthusiastic speakers, as well as receive 

practical advice relating to the challenges of working in smaller practices.

Brief
Elizabeth Russell is Regional Executive for the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales 

(ICAEW) and on the conference planning committee which is headed up by Barry Leibovitch, Chairman of 

the Small Practitioners’ Working Party.

The event starts on a Thursday and concludes Saturday lunchtime, with a full programme of presentations 

and breakout sessions as well as a formal dinner in Hall. 

“Our annual conference includes a two-night stay for delegates”, explains Elizabeth, “but what the 

organising committee really appreciates is the flexibility Robinson offers in terms of letting us stay on the 

Wednesday evening before the event starts. This takes the pressure off travelling on the day itself and 

means we can run through all the final arrangements”. 

Robinson College facilities add up  
to success for accountancy event

2011 marked the 40th annual dinner held by the London Society 
of Chartered Accountants (LSCA) – 20 of which have been at 
Robinson College in Cambridge. Onsite accommodation, first class 
food and staff who really go the extra mile have kept the Society 
coming back year after year.



Event
The event typically includes presentations and discussion 

sessions on topical accountancy and audit issues, managing 

succession and tax updates and solving client VAT problems. 

In addition to the main presentations, there are also dual track 

breakout sessions as well as discussion groups devoted to 

around ten people enabling those attending to raise a variety 

of issues on a more personal basis. 

“The AV team at Robinson is first rate”, reports Elizabeth. 

“They are there throughout which means we don’t have to 

worry about any technical issues. There’s a state-of-the-art 

auditorium and everything runs very smoothly.

“The food has always been excellent at Robinson with menus centering around fresh seasonal ingredients. 

We also appreciate the way the catering team looks after our delegates with special dietary needs 

including those with food allergies, as well as religious requirements such as Muslim and Kosher.

Result
“Not only do we benefit from the comfortable accommodation that is only a few 

minutes’ walk from the auditorium but we also enjoy the peaceful location. It’s the 

right setting for us with lovely tranquil gardens, only a short distance from the historic 

city centre and yet very accessible whether travelling by car or train.

“One of the events that has become a regular feature of the conference is the early 

morning walk around Cambridge organised by the Committee, starting out at 7am. It 

provides a welcome break to sitting in a lecture theatre!

“At the end of the day it’s the staff who make the real difference. The Conference 

Team is highly experienced and professional but also very approachable and friendly. 

They are always happy to help solve any tiny problems on the day in a calm and positive way.  

Quite simply we can’t think of anywhere better to hold our event”. 
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Robinson College was purpose-built with conferences in mind to bring in revenue and regularly hosts residential and 

day conferences for over 250 delegates and drinks and canapé receptions for up to 700. Registered as a charity, it offers 

modern buildings, traditional values and year-round conference facilities. These include purpose-built theatres with state-

of-the-art audio visual technology supported by trained technicians, award-winning cuisine and a location that allows 

excellent access from major road links and yet only a short walk from the historical centre. Robinson College has been 

awarded official Fairtrade College Status and holds AIM Silver and 4* Campus accreditations.
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