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Background
The Royal Economic Society holds 
an annual conference which aims 
to bring together economists from 
government, industry, higher 
education, the financial sector 
and journalism. In addition there 
are special sessions for young 
economists to present the results of 
their research and exchange ideas 
with their peers. 

2012 marked two firsts for the 
RES Conference: the first time in 
Cambridge and the first time the 
event had been held at multiple 
venues.

Brief
A plenary venue for 500 delegates 
was required, together with live video 
relay for the delegate overflow. The 
programme incorporated 20 parallel 
sessions and all plenary sessions 
needed to be recorded. Catering for 
500 was required throughout the day 
including refreshments, lunch and 
dinner. The Conference Gala Dinner 
for 500 was held at two separate 
venues

Around 400 of the delegates required 
accommodation; venues needed to 
facilitate 50 early arrivals on Sunday 
and late departures on Thursday due 
to travel arrangements. 

One visually impaired delegate 
required all bedroom information 
and the conference programme to 
be transferred into non-contractual 
Braille which was efficiently 
organised by Robinson College 
and the Cambridge University IT 
Department. 

Event
The three-day event benefitted 
from perfect weather so delegates 
enjoyed the opportunity to walk 
between venues and appreciate the 
‘Cambridge Experience’. 

The Conference was truly 
international with delegates coming 
from the UK, US, Italy, Spain, 
South America and Germany. Thirty 
postgraduate students from the 
Cambridge Faculty of Economics 
worked on the event and assisted 
with tasks ranging from registration 
to directing delegates. All the teams 
worked well together and regular 
team briefings were held in the lead-
up and during the event.

Conference Cambridge which 
coordinated all the venue teams 
throughout the event and were on-
site on each day of the conference.

Client feedback
Dr Pramila Krishnan, Senior 
Lecturer, Faculty of Economics and 
Fellow of Jesus College was one 
of the organisers. She said: “The 
coordinator assigned to our event 
by Conference Cambridge was 
wonderful, very hands on and patient 
with the academics, who had never 
before organised something on such 
a large scale.  Nothing was too much 
trouble; he helped us with everything 
from assisting with room bookings to 
recording the event’s main sessions 
and was on hand throughout.  
The help and support was really 
appreciated by the organisers and the 
smooth operation behind the scenes 
ensured that our conference was a 
successful one for our members.”


