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First Year Law Preliminary Reading 

 
Welcome to your first lot of Robinson College reading.  Whether you have studied Law before or not, you will 
find it useful to read some of the books below so that you are familiar with some of the issues at the level you 
will need to do the course.  We do recognise that access to books may be difficult in the present circumstances, 
and there is no pressure to buy any of the items on this list. If you are unable to access them, please don’t 
worry. 
 
It would be a good idea to start with Finch and Fafinski, listed under the General Introduction heading, since this 
is designed to help you to acquire the general skills you will need as a Law student.  You may continue to find it 
useful after, as well as before, you start the course.  Do bear in mind, however, that it is not specifically tailored 
to the nature of the course at Cambridge.  You should not allow it to override guidance given by those 
responsible for your studies when you arrive. 
 
You should also try to read at least one book (or the suggested chapters in that book) from each subject before 
you come.  However, you may want to leave the actual purchase of the textbooks until you have met your 
supervisors in those subjects in October since they will have their own recommendations.  At the beginning of 
term you will meet your supervisors who will then distribute reading lists for the courses themselves.  
 
If you are buying any of the books, apart from in the area of Roman Law, always make sure that you are buying 
the latest edition. 
 
1. General Introduction 

E Finch and S Fafinski, Legal Skills (7th ed OUP, 2019), chapters 1-8, 10-13 and 15. 
 
2. Roman Law 

B Nicholas, An Introduction to Roman Law (Clarendon, 1962 (paperback 1975)), chapters 1-3.  
P du Plessis, Borkowski’s Textbook on Roman Law (5th ed OUP, 2015), chapters 1-3 (a new edition is expected in 
2020, but the earlier editions are fine). 
 
3. Constitutional Law 

P Leyland, The Constitution of the United Kingdom: A Contextual Analysis (3rd ed Hart, 2016). 
T Bingham, The Rule of Law (London, 2010). 
 
4. Criminal Law 

J Horder, Ashworth’s Principles of Criminal Law (9th ed OUP, 2019), chapters 1-3.  
AP Simester, JR Spencer, GR Sullivan and GJ Virgo, Simester and Sullivan’s Criminal Law (9th ed Hart, 2019), 
chapters 1-3.  
 
5. Law of Tort 

T Weir, An Introduction to Tort Law (2nd ed OUP, 2006) (note that much of the law in this book is rather out of 
date, but it remains a very useful introduction to the underlying principles). 
P Cane, Key Ideas in Tort Law (Hart, 2017). 
 
 
 
 


