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As our title for this colloquium indicates, we hope to put “grace” in question by 
putting it into action – not only in new artworks and performance effected with 
grace in mind, but also in our collaborative work of talking about it through such 
varied languages. That it cannot be defined is a given (which will be made clear 
through our consideration of its definitional evolution), but that it cannot be 
spoken about is also a convention that our conversation will put in question. As 
one of our participants, Rowan Williams, suggests in his recent book The Edge of 
Words: God and the Habits of Language (2014), “words used under pressure” – in 
everything from the arts to simple speech – may reveal much about both the 
world and God. In the spirit of cultivating openness to such discovery, and 
inclusiveness with regard to the role of grace in unexpected forms of both 
linguistic and embodied expression, our title also welcomes its seeming opposite, 
“awkwardness.” Putting pressure on our communal efforts to think further 
toward new understandings of what poet David Jones called “the incomings of 
life” – from that of the dove to the ark, to the latest of transformational insights – 
we will begin with questions such as these: 

 - Is "grace" best thought of not as something to discover but as that which makes 
discovery possible? 
- If grace is to be understood as the interplay of our minds and beings with 
creative mystery, might our response to it better be made in terms of process and 
performance than propositional exactitude? 
- What aspects of our artifice block perception of it, and what aspects are 
enabling? 
 

The colloquium's four organizers and most of its participants come from the 
University of Cambridge and the University of Notre Dame, whose growing 
relationship in the discussion of issues involving religion and literature we also 
celebrate with this event. Our artists range from further afield, though all enjoy 
special ties with these two institutions. The historical range of our academics’ 
expertise spans a thousand years and several disciplines, and the spiritual 



and/or faith traditions we might access in the movement of our thought include 
Judaism, Christianity, Buddhism, Taoism and Native American as well as other 
ritual-based traditions from around the globe. Our work will be our 
conversation, with planned interventions – most done extempore, though some 
may wish to deliver written thought – curtailed to 5 and 10-minute offerings. 
Recordings of the discussion will be made, and edited communally, in the hope 
that the group may find our work of interest to others and thus publishable in 
Notre Dame’s journal, Religion & Literature. 

 

Schedule 

The first day of sessions will be held at Robinson College, Cambridge; the second 
day of sessions will be held at Notre Dame’s London Global Gateway. We hope 
that all participants will be involved in all sessions; all sessions are designed to 
maximise discussion and participation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 1: Robinson College, Cambridge 

From 8.30: Arrival, coffee  

9-9.15   Welcome and brief statements:  Heather Webb and Robin Kirkpatrick, 
Cambridge; Romana Huk and Vittorio Montemaggi, Notre Dame  

9.15-10.15  Forum on emerging issues relating to grace in performance, poetics 
and theology (5 min. interventions)   

Introduced/chaired by Romana Huk 

Fanny Howe, Simon Jarvis, Hank Lazer, Rowan Williams, Catherine Pickstock, 
Cyril O’Regan, Julieanne Dolan, Emma Vanhoozer, Stephen Fredman, Simone 
Kotva 
 
10.15-10.50 Catherine Pickstock on Babette’s Feast, with musical response from 
Jeremy Thurlow  

10.50-11.15  Refreshment break 

11.15-11.45 Forum on grace in context and as emplaced in history (5 min. 
interventions) 

Introduced/chaired by Heather Webb 

Susannah Monta, Abi Brundin, Ita MacCarthy, Vittorio Montemaggi, Gervase 
Rosser  

11.45-12.45  Open discussion of grace in theology, poetics, and history, beginning 
with a dialogue between Rowan Williams, Catherine Pickstock, and Cyril 
O’Regan, and then opening out to all participants  

12.45-2 Lunch (at Robinson College) 

2-3 Visualising Grace [or Liturgical Perception]. Kath Powlesland, Gervase 
Rosser, Emma Pierce. 

3-3.50 Parataxis: Grace Glittering in the Gaps. Robin Kirkpatrick in conversation 
with Boris Gunjevic and Simon Perry 

3.50-4.10 Refreshment break 

4.10-5 A discussion of modernist grace:  Helen Thaventhiran, Jack Belloli, Scott 
Annett, Vladimir Mirodan 

5-6.10 Dance, music, poetry. Alica Tserkovnaja, Jeremy Thurlow, Rosa van 
Hensenberg, Hank Lazer, Fanny Howe 

7-7.30 Drinks 

7.30 Dinner (in Hall, Robinson College) 



Day 2: Notre Dame's London Global Gateway 

 

8.15 Coach from Robinson College to Notre Dame's London Global Gateway 

9.45 Cofeee 

10-10.30 General discussion, led by the organizers, on proceedings of Day 1 

10.30-11.30 Report and conversation on forum on grace led by group of scholars 
currently collaborating in Cambridge: Laura Kilbride, Ryan Pepin, Christian 
Coppa, Elizabeth Powell, Jack Belloli 

11.30-11.45 Refreshment break 

11.45-1.15  Poetry readings & discussion. Readings by Fanny Howe, Hank Lazer, 
Jerry Rothenberg; discussion moderated by Simon Jarvis and Laura Kilbride 

1.15-2.15  Lunch (catered at the Gateway) 

2.15-3.45  Poetry readings & discussion. Readings by Simon Jarvis, Laura 
Kilbride, Robin Kirkpatrick; discussion moderated by Hank Lazer and Fanny 
Howe 

3.45-4 Refreshment break 

4-5.15  Open discussion  

5.15-6.30  Drinks celebration  

6.30 Coach departure back to Cambridge. Check-in for those staying in London 


